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Lauren Greenfield Photographs Shown at Cleveland Museum of Art 


Artist Gives Lecture Oct. 23 
CLEVELAND (Sept. 10, 2002) — Photographs by award-winning photographer Lauren Greenfield (born 1966) 
will be featured in a new exhibition at the Cleveland Museum of Art. Girl Culture: Photographs by Lauren 
Greenfield opens Sept. 28, remaining on view through Dec. 4, 2002. Admission is free. 

Fifteen color images (each 16 x 20 inches) will explore the relationships of young American women to 
their bodies, inner lives, the material world and popular culture. The exhibition investigates the roots of a self- 
esteem crisis in girls that is embedded in contemporary culture, which causes girls to judge themselves by their 
appearance and seek to “better” themselves by changing it. 

“These photographs document girls’ grooming, make-up, fashion, social lives, schools and cliques,” notes 
Tom E. Hinson, the Museum’s curator of photography. “They stress the exhibitionist nature of modern femininity, 
allowing the viewer to ponder the consequences.” 

Included in the show is the image Sheena tries on clothes with Amber, 15, in department store dressing 
room, San Jose, California (1999), in which a young girl is depicted critically evaluating her body, shaping her 
chest to display cleavage. In Judging fitness, “Fitness America” pageant, Redondo Beach, California (1998), a 
scantily clad young woman faces a wall while a male judge scrutinizes her. The judge’s face is a silhouette, 
perhaps suggesting that the shadow of the male gaze, or a woman’s awareness of the male gaze, is always present. 

Canon U.S.A, Inc. presents an evening with “Explorer of Light” Lauren Greenfield, who will speak about 
her work, Girl Culture, Wednesday, Oct. 23, 2002, at 7:30 p.m. in the Museum’s Recital Hall. 

Greenfield’s photographs have appeared in such publications as The New York Times Magazine, National 
Geographic Magazine, Time, Newsweek, U.S. News and World Report, Vanity Fair, Life, Harper’s Bazaar, 
American Photo and Allure. Her 1997 book Fast Forward: Growing Up in the Shadow of Hollywood (Alfred A. 
Knopf) won the National Press Photographers Association’s Community Awareness Award. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 
holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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